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Hawker Demons 
are among the 
types being 
turned out at 
Wolverhampton. 


SETTLING DOWN at WOLVERHAMPTON 


Boulton Paul Aircraft Comfortably Installed in Their New Works 


for only a comparatively short time, Boulton Paul 

Aircraft, Ltd., have settled down at Wolverhampton 

and commenced serious production. This is particu- 
larly creditable in that from Norwich (whence the works 
were transferred) to Wolverhampton is a considerable dis 
tance, and many of those now employed have needed 
special training and help in adapting themselves to the high 
standard of workmanship required for aircraft construc- 
tion. The volume of orders has already necessitated large 
additions to the new works, and an extension increasing 
the floor area by about 80 per cent. : 


The Work in Hand 


The work in hand at present is mostly under sub- 
contract. In the assembly bays, contained in one huge 
well-lighted department, may be seen wing structures for 
Saro London flying boats in various stages of completion. 
In adjacent bays tail assemblies for Fairey Sea Foxes are 
seen taking shape, together with spars for Blackburn 
Sharks. An _ occasional 
nine-sided exhaust collector 
ring, as fitted to Pegasus 
engines on the Overstrands 
and earlier Londons, 
reaches the appropriate de- 
partment for renovation. 

While passing through 
the works one sees the 
firm’s well-known method 
of fabricating tubes and 
spars from strip, which in- 
cludes the interesting pro- 
cess of passing strip from 
reels through an_ electric 
heat-treatment furnace, 
finally quenching in water- 
cooled dies on the draw 
benches. 

Metal protection has been 
given thorough attention, 
and sections for anodic 


a they have occupied their new premises 


Frise ailerons, wings and 

(in the distance) fuselages 

under construction in the 
assembly bays. 


Aircraft Production 


igi Bendix Aviation Export Corporation of America has 
been compiling data of estimated and actual production 
of aircraft in different countries. A summary of the figures 
—which all apply to 1937—is given in the adjacent table. 

It might be explained that the table is ‘‘ based on known 
and estimated appropriations, national requirements, replace- 
ments, and means and capacity to procure.’’ The figures in 
the second column (Retirements) represent the number of air- 
craft which it is estimated were removed from service either 
through accident or on account of obsolescence. 

Comment on these figures will be found on p. 303. 


treatment, cadmium plating and metal-spraying are to be 
seen. Hints of the future can be picked out here and there 
in such things as stressed-skin sections noticed while pass- 
ing through the production shops—the experimental de 
partment being closed during the works extensions. 

At the end of the shop opening into the flying shed, 
Hawker Demons take shape, and, having passed through 
the dope shop, are ready to taxi down the private runway 
to the aerodrome. 

Offices take up a large portion at the front of the works, 
and with them are fine, large drawing, tracing and stress- 
ing offices. The activity in these departments foreshadows 
many new designs and future productions. 

A single year is a very short time in which to get settled 
after a large works transfer, and the firm has certainly 
made the utmost use of that time. In afew months, when 
the new works extensions at Wolverhampton are complete 
and fully developed, and full time can be devoted to 
design and production, even more will be heard of Boulton 
Paul Aircraft, Ltd. 


—_————— 


| Pro- 
Available | Retired Pro- duction | Available | 
Country. dan. 1. First Six duction First Six duly 1. | 
Months. | Estimated.| Months. 

Czechoslovakia... 2,629 80 769 | 120 2,669 
France es “e 7,893 408 3,200 820 8,305 
Germany ... ea 4,700 450 8,154 720 4,979 
Great Britain 5,197 250 3,228 R64 5,R11 
Italy ar aie 3,859 225 2,365 700 4,334 
Japan sas ae 3,104 125 2,158 576 8,555 
Poland oa -_ 2,404 90 730 120 2,434 
Rumania ... of 2,251 45 408 40 2,246 
USSR. i. oa 6,400 , 385 3,200 908 923 
Yugoslavia... 4s 1,250 60 540 50 ,250 
United States 11,671 664 3,840 1,359 12,306 


